
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Costume Descriptions by Class  (Middle & Lower Class) 
 

Upper Middle Class ï Men 
 
 
The upper-middle class man would often be gentry or petty nobility with his own house and 
lands.  He might also be a servant in a noblemanôs household, a rich merchant or highly 
successful craftsman.  He has servants to see to his clothing and personal appearance, so 
the upper middle class man dresses as well as he can afford, including paying the sumptuary 
tax on some item as that he can be even more richly dressed.  In this day and age for the first 
time, a person could better himself based upon an appearance of affluence.  A well-turned 
leg could draw the attention of the Queen; examples include, Christopher Hatton 
 
Shirts: The shirts are made of fine linen or cotton with trim or some black-work embroidery 
on the standing collar and cuffs with the pleated frill.  They have full sleeves ending in a 
narrow buttoned or tied cuff.  The body may be full or gathered or pleated into a yoke. 
 
Hosen/Tights/Pants:  Upper middle class gentlemen should also wear hose with knee pants 
(called Venetians) or pumpkin pants, echoing his betters as closely as can be afforded.  
Venetians are knee breeches that are cut fairly full at the waist and very fitted to below the 
knee, ending in a narrow buttoned or tied cuff.   Middle class gentlemen may wear knee 
hosen but they must come up under the trouser cuff.  It would be very tacky for this class of 
gentleman to show any bare leg. 
 
Doublet: The doublet is the same cut as nobility, but with slightly less rich fabric (non-
metallic, one-color brocades or velvet, corduroy, fine wool or heavy finely-textured linen) and 
more simple trim with less ornate decoration. Consider using bands of grosgrain ribbon with 
piping and trim or plain-colored embroidery.  The appearance can be as elaborate as the 
character could afford, and the sumptuary laws allow, so sometimes he would not look very 
different from the appearance of any noble gentleman.   
 
Hats/Hair:  Hair may be collar-length or to the shoulders; whiskers neatly and closely 
trimmed.  Older men would have more full beards.  Hats are worn at all times except when 
bowing to the Queen, and would be flat hats made from matching or coordinating fabric.  The 
brim should be stiffened with buckram and wire and should be decorated with trim, feathers 
and a nice pin to hold the brim and feathers in place. 
 
Accessories: The biggest single difference, for our purposes, in appearance between the 
middle class man and the upper is the omission of the stylish half-cape, which would only be 
worn for formal occasions.  Men of this class would either be clean-shaven or sport a well-
trimmed beard and mustache.  A crisp flat cap with sweeping feather would perch at a slight 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

angle atop his well-groomed head. Accessories include pouch and dagger hung from the belt, 
and some jewelry. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Upper Middle Class ï Women 

 
Ladies of this class are wives or daughters of knights, country squires, or wealthy merchants 
or successful artisans and would have their own servants.  They might also be high-ranking 
servants in a noble household with a good deal of authority of their own.  Wives and 
daughters are completely under the control of their male relatives, having few rights, but 
widows in this time begin to have much more freedom, being allowed in some cases to 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

continue their dead husbandôs business and administer the property in their own right. Like 
their male counterparts, they dress as well as they can afford. 
 
Undergarments: The ladyôs chemise varies in style and cut; often square-necked, closed 
with a drawstring or high-necked but always of a fine handkerchief linen or cotton. It might 
have ruffles or pleats at the neck and wristbands with some black-work embroidery. A 
married lady or conservative spinster wears her chemise closed down the front and a single 
or dashing lady could wear hers open but in very cold weather everybody would wear it 
closed.  Over the chemise she wears a corset, hoop skirt, petticoat and bumroll just like the 
noble ladies but in a less exaggerated style.   
   
Bodice/Sleeves:  The bodice echoes that of the noblewoman in cut, design and closure as 
closely as may be afforded by the character.  Again, the corset may be built into the bodice 
for one less layer but should be stiffly boned with metal stays to provide support and maintain 
the proper shape.  Sleeves tie or button in and echo the court lady as closely as possible, 
again offering the greatest options for variety. 
 
Skirts: Two skirts are worn, with the over-skirt matching the bodice and split to show the 
under-skirt, most likely of solid fabric rather than multi-colored brocade. Skirts are gathered, 
pleated or cartridge pleated with a slightly longer hem in back to allow for the bumroll in the 
back.  
 
Hats/Hair:  Again, only young single ladies wear the hair unbound; married ladies keep hair 
braided or rolled and tucked inside a snood or linen caul.  The shape of hat is determined by 
character; only up-coming fashionable ladies would wear the tall hat if they could afford it.  
The most common hat is still the flat cap, covered with matching or coordinating fabric and 
decorated with trim and a feather.  The attifet with caul or snood is also a good option. 
Patterns and designs for each of these will be covered in academy classes. 
 
Accessories: She still wears the household keys at her belt, but probably not knife anymore.  
She eats with a table knife and three-tined fork instead. She would carry several pouches on 
her belt and for a festival day, her cup would also hang from her belt.  She has a fine feather 
fan or pomander; jewelry includes gold and silver chains, strings of glass beads, semi-
precious stones, or small pearls. She may wear rings, brooches and earrings. Again, she 
echoes her betters as closely as she can afford. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Lower Middle Class- Men 

 
 
A working class man still echoes his betters as much as he can afford to do so.  Fabrics are 
still textured and as good a quality as he could afford; a bit plainer and rougher but still 
purchased as opposed to being woven at home.  Colors are still fairly bright for this social 
class.  Blue dye (medium Wedgwood color) was so cheap and plentiful that it is almost 
implied for servants and apprentices to trades, so anyone with any social pretensions wants 
to avoid that color.  Trims are simple bands of grosgrain ribbon, plain piping or bands of 
contrasting fabric.  Everyone wears his or her best garments, as this is a festival event; 


